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0So i f the Son set
you will be free
Jesus

(John 8:36)




Freedom

Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet created

may praise the LORD: dThe LORD looked d own from his sanctuary

on high, from heaven he viewed the earth, to hear the groans of the
prisoners and release those condemned to deaifPsalm 102:1820)

Introduction:

How important was the subject of freedom to Jesus@dietkealook at Jesus
first recorded sermon.

The following event took pl ace

L uke 4"
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread
through the whole countryside™® He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
6 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brmht up, and on the Sabbath day he
went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to réa@he scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

becausehe has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor. Note:
Jesus was

He has sent me to proclaifireedom $ reading from

for the prisonersand recovery of sight Isaiah 6 1:1-2.

for the blind, to release the oppressed
19 to proclaim the year of the Lords favor.

20 Then he rolled up the scrollgave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes
of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on hffrand he began by saying to
them,0Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing




Freedom Introduction

Takingclose look atueFreedom
LayingcaYé[ fci bXkcf i

John chapter 8
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus saiif you hold to my teaching, you
are really my disciple$? Then you will know the truth, and the truth Wiset

you freed
33 They answered himpWe are Abraham® descendants

and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that. \yaich out for this key. It dra
we shall be set free? attention to a vital key that v

3 jesus replied,d tell you the truth everyone who sinsisa | Nelp unlock an important trt
slave to sin®*® Now a slave has npermanent place in théamily, but a son belongs to
it forever.* So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed

fiFree from wht?! We have never been enslavedas the Jewsresponse

H\ Yékcf X"
from an archery tern|

the original Greek.
"]l hYfU " m
h\ YéaUf,for$
one to shoot an arro

Romans 3

in verse 33. To paraphrase Jedusply, fiYou sin doi@t you?0 In verse 34
Jesusstatedfé everyone who sins isslaveto sino

0 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by

observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of

sin.
21 But now a righteousnessfrom God, apart

from law, has been made known, to which the LW another word for

and the Prophets testify.22 This righteousness
from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to
all who believe. There is no differencé? for all

a target and the arr{ have sinned andall shortof the glory of God,

falls short.

All have sinneds an across the board statement. déinitive word in Romans 3:23 is ‘?
fallo. Mary Poppins may have thought that she imaactically perfect in everwayobut |

24 and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

shewas still a sinner.

Freedom Introduction

D®H!

Righteousness is just

right -standing. To be
righteous before God
is to be in good
standing with him dto
be innocent in His
sight.

=Ezal”




If we claim to be without sin, we deceivarselves
and the truth is notin us (1John 1:8)

\ We all miss that target calledrighteousness We all fall short of perfection.

‘ Thats why we need a savior!

N\

&

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in hiesus] and
through him to econcile to himself all things, whether things on earth o
things in heaven, bynaking peacéwith God]through his blood, shed

on the cross.(Colossians 1:19-20)

Noticethis: Not only issomene who sins a slave their sin; theyare
a slaveto theirfallen sinful nature

When someone makes a habit of sinning, or missing the
target, he soon becomes enslaved to his sin and enslaved by
his sinful nature. In other words, he becomes enslaved both

emotionally and physically to his sin.

Literally in the Greek, Jesus was saying in John 8Bderyone who
habitually continues tain is aslaveof sind

Jesus said, in vs. 31 and @2John 8, that the key

The evil deeds to freedom from this prison calléginois to H\ Yékcf)

of a wickedman come toknow the truthand the embracdhat come from the Grt

ensnare himthe Sruth. af y(:f:/ hold to [erTIbrace(]j'r-\y Felau;tlrl‘ng) wordginoskoé =
esus saidyou are really my disciple¥hen

cords of his sin illk the truth . d);h t F;h ill set the ?ame Wor|d 5
ou willknowthe truth, and the truth will se

hold him fast ’ inteﬁ:roi?)s(gaMon

) you free.6 (John 18:38) : .
(Proverbs 5:22) about this word la

Qebkéqgebéel sflrpeénr bpigthid skudyf
fpégor ge<A

s N i

nS)




Freedom Introduction

Jesus was speaking in terms of not only ethical truth, but truth in all its
scope as embodied in Chasistosaye > Ygi ge] géh\ YedY
one of the reasons that John chapter 1 refers to Jesusvéi® thecAraalfles
[See vs-14]

Jesus said in John 14:6 timat is the truthWhat dd Jesusnean by that statement?

Do you want to know how to easily recognize truth? Two things to look for:
1i 1t will look like JesusThat is it will reflecthis character.
21 1t will set you fredrom those thingsve will bediscussg in this study.

What exactly does it means to $&tfreefrom sinand is there
anything else from which the Christian has been set free?

THIS STUDY IS BRORKEWN INTO THREEECDNCERNING OUFRORRIEED
(HRISWHICWILIATTEMPT TO ANSWMREE QUESTIONS

Part 1- From what have we been set free
Part 2- What are the mechanics of our freedomhat makes usfree?
Part 3- What are the responsibilities the liberate@
We have been set free from much more than the initial bondage of sin
So, from what elsbavethe followsof Jesudeen set free?

Put on your favorite swimsuitecause wie going to take nosedive into
some very deepndliberating truthfrom Godés WORD. In fact, wére going




Q&A

INTRODUCTION

+ What do you expect to get from this study?

+ On ascalel to 5; howcertainare youabout your relationship with God?
(1 = completely unertain, 5 = no doubt at all)[ ]

+ Give the reason for your answer.

+ Memory scripture
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus $ifiggou hold to my teaching, you
are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
freeo (John 8:3132)

+ Thought to remember
ATwo things that will help you to easily recognize truth:

17 It will look like Jesus; i.e. it will reflechis character.
21 Andit will set you free from those things well discuss in this study.

+ Personal insights

+ Questions:
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Chr i st 6s deat
Part 1: From what have we been set free? resurrection havset the

”F‘a-?% Free from the Power of ~ Sin be”e\:jefr:ree fromh? power
and the tyrannyf sin.

Romans 6

16 Don @ you know that when you offer yourselves someone to obey him as slaves, you
are slaves to the one whom you ohigwhether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death
[separation from God], or to obedience, which leads to righteousnes$But thanks be

to God that, though you used to be slaves tein, youwholeheartedlyobeyed the form of
teaching to which you were entruste® You have been set free fronsin and have
become slaves to righteousness.

Yeswe have been set freedn@nyrannyHowevene have not been
free from th@/fluencer the temptation, ofidiore about this later
in this study.

The Talmud [Hebrew word foFhe Teachinp as it is called today, is the officiBible of Orthodox
Judaism|[The branch of Judaism that accepts without reservation that the Torah waly dieended
down from God to MosedYlost orthodox Jews believe, as they did in the first century, that the L
falls under two division® The Written Law the writings of Moseghat isthe first five books of
the Bible] and the Oral Law [the rabbinicebmmentary on those bookBhese Jews believe that th
Oral Lawhashigherauthoritythenthe Written Lavd the writings of MosesGods inspired Word!

Today the Talmudonsists 0fL2,800 pages in 30 volumes andassidered the authoritative recorc
of rabbinic discussions on Jewish law, Jewish ethics, customs, legends and stories. The Code
Talmud, theMitzvot contains 613 laws. It is consideradimplified listing of the Laws of God as
they were understood by the Jews of the past and present. iYesaethe Code of the Talmud in it
entirety athttp://www.jewfaq.org/613.htm

Il tds the traditional t doawhlthJesgssebukdd then8cribes ahdi the
Pharisees in Mark 7

°Sothe Pharisees and teachers of the | aw a
according tothe tradition ofthe elderss nst ead of eating thefHe f
replied, o0l saiah was right when hiet pemph@d
people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from hiEhey worship me in vairtheir
teachings are but rules taught by mef.You have let go of the commands of God and are
holding on to t RAndhesaddiot it diresn: o & Ymein deting asidex
the commands of God in order to observe yc

He warned his disciples about those whotpabral law[traditional teachingjla b o ve Go d ¢
ABe car ef utbthamo Bes wnguaydmigainst the yeasfteachingspf the Pharisees

and Sadducees. 6 (Matthew 16: 6)



http://www.jewfaq.org/613.htm

Part 1: From what have we set free? Free from the Law : .

and Legalism : ?ﬂ
Romans chaptei7

! Do you not know, brothers for | am speaking to men who know the
law thatthe law has authority over a man only as long as he K¢&sr
example, byjthe Levitical] law a married woman is bound to her husband
as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies
she is released from the law of marriaj&o
then, if she marries another man while her

For through the law | died to the
law so that | might live for God.

o . have been crucifiedvith Christ
husband is still alive, she is called an

adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is
released from that law and is nah

. body, | live by faith in the Son
adulteress, even though she marries another
of God, who loved me and gave
man.

Legalism is the ‘g broth 150 died to th himself for me. | do not set asid¢
0, my brothers, you also died to the _
dependence y S the grace of God, for if

o law through the body of Christ, that you _ _
OWrI' good works: i.e. ot belong t :/h o i wh Y righteousness could be gained
might belong to another, to him who was -
retytng on through the law, Chrst died for

to adhere to some raised from the dead, in order that we migkh nothinglbPaul
strict religious code  pear fruit to God. ® For when we wee (Galatiang. 2:1021)
hOf Conld_UCt rather controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful -
n relyin NLY on . . .
the _ gyl g0 © passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we
the finished work of . 6 )
bore fruit for death. ° But now, by dying to what once bound us,
the cross and the
we have been released from the law so that we serve iméve way

resurrection of Christ
for our salvation. of the Spirit , and not in the old way of theritten code

What does Paul nmdan heidadn the new way ofgpitt?

and | no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life | live in the

The new way of the Spirit is to bemoved by love for God and others. It& to respond
to divine acceptance with obedience to God andservice to others. Because of what
Christ did for us, our motivation be ginsto change. Our desire to serve Godgrows
becausewe are accepted NOT because wewant to be accepted.

Jesus +=0I'he righteousness of God

The less we have to offer God the gneed-e

| |




Part 1 From what have we set free?Free from the Law and Letism

The bottom fine of the
Christian walk is that God

\ - !j ‘} wants us to mak e every effort
i .
/ . *‘3 to become motivated by what

motivates him dlove. 7

Be imitators of God , therefore, as dearly loved children ardtve a life of love

just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:1-2)

T he goal of this command is love, which comes froma pure heart
and a good conscience and a sincere faith. (1T inothy 1:5)

The law of the Spiritd LOVE 8 sets us free from legalism.

Therefore, there is now no condemnatiofor those who are in
Christ Jesus, becausethrough Christ Jesus the lawof the Spirit
of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
(Romans 8:12)

What is theLaw calledrithe law of sin and deat Wedl look at this later in this study

0A hewcommand give youiove one another As | have loved

you, SO0 you must love one anothey this all men will know that
you are my discipl esgiJdesusf y
(John 13:34-35)

Notice,Jesus did@ say,fiAn additionalc o mma nd me nt ItGapRewyv e
commandmenthatreplacesthe old Love is the fulfillment of the law

oBYkn
The Greek wwdainassh é gdYU gécZégcaYh\ ] b[ édbyYk

what is contrastedtas X $ & eé0=Jb ébcYné\ Yf ékcf Xg" é] hdgeéec

Kaino is the same word used in 2Corinthians 5:17,
0 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is pewcreation the old

has gone, thenewh as come! 6

ueé
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Part 1, From what have we set frée#ree from the Law and Legalism

“

The new
and
vastly
improved

you!

The Butterfly Effect

A beautifulillustrationfrom natureof the New Creation

The butterfly is an ideal picture of the new birth in Christ. Heeecreature that
startsits life as a caterpillabut thenan astoundig changeakes plac¢hat
transforms him into a thing of rabautyandgrace Notice that he newbutterflyis
the same creature it was before it sgaigocoon It wasri replaced with another

insect.The same&reaturethat enclosed itself withithecocoon is the same one th ==

came oubf the cocooh

What was once eaterpillarhas a new outward appearanidewever thats not all
that happenedrhe change it experienced was raditake caterpillaunderwent a
total transformation It no longercrawls on the groundbeneath théeelsof most
every other creatur& now flied ItGs the saméving thing yetentirelydifferent

In much the samwayt h at Olmppenk ta & person who gives their lifdésus

The Holy Spirit begins to transfortheminto something hat 6 s t ot al | vy
beautifulTh e new Vakdsyseem and Gosls beqin to change. They begi

to lose their taste for the garbage that this wierkystem offers. The days of

~ crawling on their spiritual bedsbegins tagive way to lofty ideals, powerful living

and a positive outlook on liffhey areghe same persahey werebefore, but
changed. Ww theyie fia new creatiorthe old has gone, the new has come!
(2Corinthianss:17)

In other words, a Christian is a new species
of being that never existed before!

Neither circumcision nor uncircumcisighuman effortjneans

anything;what counts is anewcreation. (Galatians 6:15)

Now, this new [kainos] cre ationfi the believer id o e s n 6t hamsle e d
code of conduct to keep him on the straight and narrow. The heart of

th is dedicated believer is transforming daily and  is becoming more

|l i ke Godds heart; a heamnothyhuegs! i s

in Christ... You cannot
we are da legislate love!!!

New Creation Oneds hea
be changed first.

7

di

f i
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Part 1- From what have we set free? Free from the Law and Legalism

The entire Levitical law including the Ten Commandments
are now boiled down into two commandments:

Love God!

Jesus replied:d_ove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and wth all your mind. This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandmeats

(Matthew 22:37-40)

LA R R ENRENERRERRERRERRERNERNRENRRERERERNERRRENRENRERERERNERNRERENRNRNERRERERNERNENNNERNERNRSHEHN.] '

Love one another!

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing teto love one
another,for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the [ahe

commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal,
Do not covet, and whatever other commandment there may be, are

summed up in this one rule: Love your neigiitas yourself.The entire

-4  law is summed up in a single command: Love your neighbor as yourself.

\ (Romans 13:814)

Notice that the Ten Commandments are broken down into two segmets. The first
four commandments deal with our relationship with God and how we are expectec
to behave toward him. The second segment tells us how we are to behave
toward one another. *See Exodus 20:3-17

&

16You shall have no other gods fiee me.

20You shall not make for yourself an idol.

PYou shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.
46Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. @

How TO LOVESOD I I

) \_[) 5Honor your father and your mother

6dYou shall not murder.

70You shall not @mmit adultery.

8dYou shall not steal.

9dYou shall not give false testimony against your neighb:
1®You shall not covet your

I I How TO LOVE PEOPLI

%
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Part * From what have we set freé? Free from the Law and Legalism

At this point you may be wanderindf the written codewas going to be
2 cancelledone dayColossian®:14], why did God give ito usin the first
1 place® Youdl discover theanswerto that questiomswe cortinue ths
study

As you read thigextpassag@otice thephrasefithe prize.

C olossians 2
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive wi
Christ. He forgave us all our sins>* having canceled the
written code, with its requlations, that was

against us and that stood opposed to us; he

What do you do took it away, nailing it to the cross® And
when you see & | having disarmed the powers and authoritide

0t herefo : _ _ R ]
. made a public spectacle of them, triumphing ove%ﬁizs;? R,
ey ~
Ll’ UH them by the cross.

and see what 8T herefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or
it o0s thel with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath
7 day.'” These are a shadow much likea movie trailel of the things that

were to come; the reality, however, is faliin Christ. ¥ Do not let anyone

who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify fgouhe prize
Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind

puffs him up with idle notions? He has lost connection with the Head from whom the
whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God
causes it to grow.

0 since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though
you still belonged to it, do ya submit to its rules’* Do not handle! Do not taste! Do
not touch?? These are all destined to perish with use, becaugieey are based on
human commands and teaching&Such regulations indeed have aappearance of
wisdom with their selimposed woship, their falsehumility and their harsh treatment of
the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence
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Part * From what have we set freé? Free from the Law and Legalism

Since, then, you have been raisedith Christ, set your
hearts on things abovewhere Christ is seated
at the right hand of God.(Colossians 3:1)

| don @ try to obey God and live a moral
life in order to getto Heaven. I try to
obey God and live a moral life because
lamgoingtoheaven and t hat 0s

child of God does!  |/ypW/

What is Pauteferringto when he says,
ADo not let anyone disqualify you ftine prized?
What isthis prize? Is it Heaven arould it bepersonal

We donot ne

attitude
acﬂustment We
need an altltude
adjustment!

righteousnessRO!'We 6 | | oleabowa thisoward
the endof this study
Important!
As you read this passage remember this; when Paul writes
about tthe | awT, heds refer
kind of human effortt o g a i favoGm@tbdes than relying
onGodSs .grace

Background on Galatians:

The Church at Galatiwas being led astray from the true gospel by a grou; | There seems
Jews claiming to be ChristianEthese #fAJudai zer so, to be a lot of

to embrace the law as well as the Gospel and insisted that other do the Judaizers in
I\!ow the_y were in Galqtia, trying to pretbese gentile Christians into gettin todayd
circumcised and following thieevitical and Oral law. churches as

well!
Galatians 3

1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before
your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as
crucified.?| would like to learn just one thing from ydbid_
you receive the Spirit by observing the lawby human
effort] , or by believing what you heard®Are you so
foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying
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Part * From what have we set freé? Free from the Law and Legalism

to attain your goal by human effort?Have you suffered so much for nothing if it

really was for nothing2? Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you
because you observe the lajwffer human effort] or be@use you believe what you

heard?

The questiorsetbefore us is simple

Is Gods favor earned or is it freely givemd if given, is it up to
us to maintairhis favor?

Is salvation based on what we do for God or is it based on what he
has already done for us? Is there is anything, other than faith, that
we can personally offer God int he way of personal merit.

@ If so é what?

It3s the ageless question that
every mainline oreligion 6

Religion: : _
Man , through human continues to dlsagree on
effort, trying to reach i .
God. 3 Is salvationby faith alone?
3 Is it by goodworks?
True Christianity: 3 Or is it a delicate balance of
God reach ing out to the two?
man through the person
of Jesus Christ. ) d

P 2

Have you every debated this issue with another Christian? And during
the dispute have you ever said something Iiknges~saIvation is by
grace,butE A2 If you have, then guesswhat;r h nnét krdly free!
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Q&A

PART |

+ What has God shown you so far?

+ On a scale of 1 to 5 hodependenareyou on your ability talive above sinin
order to be accepted by God? (1 = totdiypendenbn personal obediender
salvation5 = completelydependenon Godfor salvation) [ ]

+ Give the reason for your answer.

+ Answer the question posed at the enéait 1 Put aw/” by your choice.

3 Is salvation by faith alone? [

3 Is it by goodworks? ]
3 Is it a delicate balance of the tw{_P
3 Your not sire. []

+ Memory scripture:
+ Since, then, you have been raised with Chsist, your hearts on things
above where Chrisis seated at the right hand of Gédolossians 3)

+ Thought to remember:
Al dond try to obey God and live a moral life in order to get to Heaven. | try to
obey God and live a moral lifeecause | am going to heavéen

+ Personal insights:

4+ Questions
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® Part Il A, What are the mechanics of our freedom?
*What makes us free ?

We are not likeMoses, who would put aveil over his face to keep the
Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. But their minds
were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is
read. It has not been removed, becausaly in Christ is it taken awayEven to
this day when Mosegthe five books ofthe Old Testamehis read, a veil
Greek word is | coyers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil

Metamorphoo
it o chan takenaway.
another Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of theLord is

It o S W he there is freedomAnd we, who with unveileéhces all reflect the Lords
the Englishword | =—— 7

Amet amo r| glory, are beingransformedinto his likeness with eveéncreasing glory,
whichcomes from the Lord, who is the Spirif{2Cor inthians3:13-18)

Galatians 3 continues
® Con sider Abraham: He believed God, and it was credited to

him as righteousnesé.Understand, then, thatthose who believe

are children of Abraham® The Scripture foresaw that God
would justify the Gentiles byfaith, and announced the gospel in
advance to Abraham:All nations will be blessed through yod.
[Genesis 12:3] ° So those who have faith are blessed along with

Abraham, the man of faithOnly those who walk by faith, as Abraham

did, and rely on Godos rightethasness,
promises that God made to Abraham.

The point Paul is makingill become clearer ase continughis study.
. butsimply put; God has not changed since the alked with
And without faith Abraham. He haslwaysaccepted a pers@olelyon the bais of their
faith in Him. (See Hebrews 13)8

it is impossible to
please ( d the LORD do not change. 6(Malachi 3:6)

(Heb rews11:6a) ConsiderHebrewschapterll; nowhere in ths passagealoes
it say that theefaithfuls mentionedtherewere commended
for their good worksor their abilitylive above sin

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certasfiwhat we do not see.
This is what the ancients were commended f@rebrews 11:1-2)
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Part 2A, What are the mechanics of our freedom®Vhat is it that makes us free?

Galatians 3 continues:
10 All who relyon obseving the lavior human effod vs3] are
under a cursefor it is written:0Cursed is everyone who does not
continue to do everytling written in the Book of the Lawd'

Justified:
Greek 0 dikaioo ,
o declare to be

righteous, to 1 Clearly no oneisjustified before God by the law[by human effort]
pronounce because dThe righteous will live by faith'? The law is not based on
righteous. 6° faith; on the contraryrhe man who does these things will live by

@:‘ them6™ Christ redeemed us from the curse of the laiy
becoming a curse for us, for it is writtedCursed is everyone who is
hung on a tree'* He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so #t by
faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

lIIIlIlIIIlIlIIIlIlIlllllllllllllllllllllll.
@ = The curse stems from the fact that no one can completely keep §

= the law. In other words, trying to obtain righteousness with .
s human effort is a fool c&iarrovesrabltimvav:

= righteousness target until our fingers drop off. We will never be =

|
= able to hit it through human effort. n
S EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnE

“‘ Considellsaiah 64:6,0All of us have become like one who is unclean, and
, A
~ Cf N ~_’ all our righteous acts ardéikefilthy rags;weall shrivel up like a leaf, and
/g:{j like the windour sinssweepus away.0
—

The words dfilthy rags 6 comes from the Hebrew word for a woman &
time of menstruation. Literally , the phrase comes from the Hebrew
word for aused feminine napkin. According to the Law a woman

was considered dunclean éduring her monthly cycle. It &, therefore,

a grap hic illustration of just how detestable our offer of personal
righteousness is before Holy God.

For all have sinned, anéome shorbf the glory of God. (Romans3:23)

Personal

righteousness Righteous

requirements
of the Law
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Part 2 A- What are the mechanics of our freedom?®Vhat is it that makes us free?

Galatians 3 continues:

Cove nant :
a contract, or
agreement,
between two
parties

) 15 Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no

one can set aside or add to a humanvenantthat has been duly
established, so it is in this cas¥ The promiseswere spoken to
Abraham and to his seed The Scripture does not say and to seeds,

Yy meaning many peopleut and toyour seed, meaning one person, who

is Christ.

"What | mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years latelges
not set aside thecovenantpreviously estabkshed by God and thus
do away wittthe promise *® For if the inheritance depends on the law
[human effort] then it no longer depends onaromise butGod in his
grace gave it to Abraham through a promise

Notice that Abraham was

considered righteous 430
years before the 10
Commandments, before

the re were any rules or
religious laws to live by!

Moses then took the blood, sprinkld it on the people and saidjThis is the
blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with
all these wordsd(Exodus 24:8)

OThis is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of singfi Jesus (M atthew26:28)

To the Jews who had beleved him,

know the truth, and the truth will set

Jesus said, ol
to my teaching, you are really my

disciples.Then you will

you free. 6
(John 8:31-32)
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Part 2 A-What are the mechanics of our freedom?®hat is it that makes us free?

To better understand tle¢ernalness of G@slpromiseto us, we mustirst examine the
nature and purpos# the Abrahamiccovenantin theancient worlda covenanteld
tremendousignificance It was much mathansimply a legal contradbetween
parties It wasoftenreferred toas afiblood covenand.In fact in the Middle Eastheact
of ficuttingd a blood-covenants still practiced

The Hebrew wordor ficovenanbis berith. It comes from a root which mesfito cuto
Consequentlya covenant iseferred to aa ficuttingo Ités the practiceof cutting, or
dividing, an animalusually a keep @ goat into two partsThenthetwo contracting
partieswould walk betweerthe two halve®f the animal Thuswas tle cuttingof a
covenanperformed[SeeGeresisl5andJeremial84:1819]

It wasespeciallyadvantageoufor one who was poor ardkfenselest cut a covenant
with one whohadwealth and poweiThe covenant between King Sé&uson Prince
Jonathan, and &vid is a powerful example of this custom.

And Jonathan made acovenantwith David because he

loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the robe he was
wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even
his sword, his bow and his belt.3amuel 18:3-4)

WhenJonatharmgaveDavid his roke and tunichewassymbolically
telling David thathe had Jonath&® protectionhis covering. The
offering ofhisweapongold David thatall the might thaflonathan
the Prince of Israehossessedas behind Davidn other words,
Jonathamwas telling DavidfiDon& worry, David.léve got your
backo

He [God] remembers his covenant forever,
the word he commanded, for a thousand
generations, the covenant he made with

Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac.
(Psalm 105:89)

Consider Abraham: He believed God, and it was creited to him
as righteousnessUnderstand, then, that those who believe are
children of Abraham.(Galat ians3:6-7)
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In much the same wathis is what God told AbraharBy cutting a covenant with him
God wagelling him,and u® A b r a hspintdakdescendentdYou have my ppmise
that you will always have me on your sidle.

The 9%'Psalm is a beautiful expression bétfaithfulness obur
covenant God andifilove for ushis covenant partners

! He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty. [Thename of the Lord is a manifestationho$ charactefi Psalm54:1]

2| will say of the LORD, ¢He is my refuge[a place ofafety]land my fortresga place

of protection] my God, in whom | trusf.

3 Surely he will save you from the fowl@ snare[a metaphor for danger from an endmy

and from the deadly pestilencé¢Pestilencan the Hebrew means to destroy someone or

something. God will not let you toestroyed.]
“ He will cover you with his featherffers his personal sheltgrand under his wings

you will find refugg safety; his faithfulness will be your shield anampart[a broad

embankment raised as a fortification and usually surmounted by a parageh er ef or e,
a place of protection and safpty
® You will not fear the teror of night[no need to fear the unsdemor the arrow that

flies by day[what isseei, ®-nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkneg$the

unknown threaisnor the plague that destroysat middayfthat which is a clear thrdat

” A thousand may fdl at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not

come near yousafety from the attempts of the Enemy to destroyyduJ o hnl 5: 1 8

8You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicRédudl
haveno fear oflJudgment J o hn 5 :a@s@1 Rom

% |If [the choice is up to iyou mée the Most High your dwellingi even the LORD,
who is my refuge ° then no harnino detriment Luke 10:19 will befall you, no

disaster[permanent damage P r erhs1:33 will come near your tentYou will not be
destroyedThe trials you facevill notdefeatyou | s ai a@ah 43: 2

1 For he will command his angels concernirmiyo guard you in all your way%? they
will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stfthey

will protect you and keep you froplummeting into defeat Prowerbs3:23.

13 You will tread upon the lion and the cobrayou will trample the great lion and the

serpent.[Luke 10:19 and 1Peter 5:8 speaks of having power over defhooceg
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14 Because he loves mésays the LORD, d willrescue him; | will protect him, for he

acknowledges my nanjgVe 6 motashametb openly express our love and devotion to

God.

15 He will call upon me, and | will answer him; | will be with him in triiubighew

28:20, Isiah43:2 | willdeliver himand honor him'® With long life will | satisfy him @

[2Comnthians:1, bhn 6:40 and show him my salvatién.

D @ &
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Galatians 3 continues: \\ ' 4

19 Why, then, was the law given at adllvas added because of transgressionsitil the

Seed [Jesus] to whom the pomise referred had come.

To begin with ités clear that whout laws to govern people you have
anarchy Consider the Israeli society before they had a central

governmentnd the Levitical lanmdn those days Israel had no king
everyone did as he sam#(Judges 17:6)

Imagine a culture where everyofdlowed his or her own fallenature.
Thatts how it was before Moses introduced the L8w, anongthe
reasonghatthe lawwas givens thatits introduction helpetiring order
to thelsraelte society

However, when Jesus introduddthe new way of the Spibitpeoplds heartsor
attitudespegan to changdrough thespiritualre-birth. Soon their selfishness began to
give way to acts dtindness and seBacrifice The new believerstarted to sek a
lifestyle that reflected their righteous standmi¢h God.No longerdid theyneed rules to
make them ddhe right thing. They wergovernedsimply by their love for God and one
another.

( )

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ JesuswWho, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with Godsomething to be graspedyut made himself
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And bei
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient tofieath
even death on a crss! (Philippians 2:58)

- J
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This was God plan from the beginning.

dNo longer will a man teach higighbor,or a man his
brother, sayingdnow the LORD, &because they will all
know me, from the least of them to the greatésteclares
the LORD. dFor | will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no moééi God (Jeremiah 31:34)

He reached down
from on high and
took hold of me; b
drew me out of
deep waters.

Galatians 3 continues: (Psalm 18:16)

1% 6 The law was put into effect throughangels by amediator *° A mediator,
however, does not represent just one party; bGod is one.

The Mosaic covenant was a formal arrangement of mutual
commitments between God and Israel with Moses as the
mediator. However, since the promise God covenanted
with Abraham involved commitment onlyf r om Go d
no mediator was needed.

21|s the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not!
For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would
certainly have come by the law.

The reason the law is not opposed to the p romises is that,
although in itself it cannot save anyone, it serves to reveal
our sinful nature and show us how badly we need a savior.
The law serves as a reminder of how desperately we need the
sal vati on pronase offers.d 0 s

Galatians 3 continues:
22 But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that
what was promised, beirgiven through faith in Jesus Christmight be
given to those who believihe devotedfollowers of Christ]
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23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until
faith should be revealed?* So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ

that we might be justified by fait ® Now that faith has comeye are no longer
under the supervision of the law.

The phrase fiwas put in chargebo
paidagogosfrom which the English worggedagogués derived,; it
means a schoolteacher, an educator. It refers to a common practice
day that when soaone who was under apad a personal
slave/attendant who accompanied him wherever he went and exerc
certanamunt of discipline over hi
more of a babygitter than a teachétTheir job was to watch over a chil
only until the child became an adult and legal hElren the attendant
was no longer needed

Galatians 3 continues:
26y ou are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus?’ for all of you who
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Chri€t There is neither
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abrahan® seed, and heirs according to the

promise.

G BB BB <L <L

A liberating word about baptism before we conti nue:

fiThe Greek wordor baptizeis, bapo, fito dip.0 It was used
among the Greeks to signify the dyeing of a garment, or thg
drawing of water by do?ppin
Although not essential for salvation, as those who believe
baptismal regneration would clairmbaptism is a important
step in our obedience to Christowever, fsimportance is
purelysymbolic.

Water has needemptivepowers. The Bible does ntachthatit does My Dad had

an expression about those who get watgstizel withoutthe benefit of a
commitment to ChristiThey go in a dry sinner and come out a aet0 There are

those who would argue otherwise, the bottom line is thatd only watet h at 6 s
used as a symboloesure Godss WORD offes no othernotion
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Those who advocate the necessity of watgstism for salvation build #ir doctrine
solelyonassumptioa Their argument is based on a fegrsedaken out of context.

Most notable is 1Peter 3:2@ and this watersymbolizes baptism that now saves you
a | sadétlook at the contextf this verse

dFor Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the liody but made alive by the Spirit, through whom
also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.
In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved throwgiter, and this water

The definitive

Word Here is
&Symbolizesé || Symbolizesaptism that now saves you al&aot the removal of dirt from the

body [bathing with waterbut the pledge of a good conscience toward God.

[i.e. ités not the kind oflipping in waterthat only removes physical filth, but a
Spiritual bath that washes away sin and gltisaves you by the resurrection of Jesus

Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at G@&lright handi with angels, authorities
and powers in submission to hiflPeter 3:18-22)

Another passage that is ugedsupporthis twisted view orsalvation iSoundin John
chapter thregvhere Jesus was havihg famougdiscussion witiNicodemus

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he
is born of water and the Spirit.(J ohn 3:5)

They argue that Jesus is saying that faith is not enough. One must also Heaywtred
in order to be saved. Again, for a correct
a the context of the discussianith Nicodemus

Now there wasa man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish
ruling councilHe came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher
who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are
doing if God were not with hin." In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one

can see the kingdom of God unless he is born agaifhis isthe first time that phrase
was ever used]
"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot

enter a second ime into his mother's womb to be born!" Jesus answetédell you the
truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit‘ou should not
be surprised at m saying, "You must be born again(John 3:1-7)

/4
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Jesus iglearlytalking about the physical birth and the spiritual basitwo separated
events The physical birth takes place when the placeh&asack of water in the
uteruswherethe babydevelopsbreaks and ater gushes forth from the womb
announcinghatphysicalbirth istaking placeThis is what Jesus was referring to
when hespoke of beingfborn of wateo .

Jesuér ef erence to bei ng bpintstothe Bpirifudrdbieth Spi r i t

orbeingfi b o r n Thigismadedevident in the nexersefi F1 es h gi ves

bi

fl esh, but the Splihreirte gisv easn boilrdt he xtpor esspsii
youdebornonlyonces ou wi | | di e et wWioce, thvatc ei fy oywdu &
once. 0
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Galatians 4 continues:

! What | am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a
slave, although he owns the whole estatéle is subject to quardians andrustees
until the time set by his fathefi.e.whenhe becomes an adult and full hit.So

also, when we were children, we werslaveryunderthe basic principles of
the world.

oBasi c prii The Greek terey neant essentially things placed side by
side in a row like the ABCs. It came to mean fundamental principles or basic
elements of various kinds. The context here would suggest that I tds re
to the elemental forms of religion  whether those of the Jews, who are under

the law, [v s. 5] or those of the Gentiles who had their old pagan religious
bondage. (vs.8)] Either way, they are basic principles OF THE WORLD. These
principles do not come from the new creation.
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Galatians 4 continues:
4 But when the time had fuy come[That time set by Gdil vs. 2¢&for his
children to become adult sons and he@sGod sent his Son, born of a

woman, born under Iav?/:o redeem those under law, thave might receive

the full rights of sons® Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of

flAbbao is theAramaictermfor

fifatheo butit is used as more
of a personal nam&uch as
fiDaddyo or fiPoppa. fiAbba is
the word framed by the lips
of infants, andetokens

unreasoning trus¥.Noteworthy

is the facthatfislaves were
forbidden to address the head
the family by this title? But as
Paul pointed oufiSo you are no
|l onger a sl avad
(vs. 7)

his Son into our hearts,[We now have a new guardighe
Holy Spirit] the Spirit who callsout,{Abba }, Father.’ So
you are no longera slave,ut G o _d;&rglsincehybul ace
his child, God has made you also an heir.




